
UNDERSTANDING THE END 
TIMES

SESSION THREE: PERSECUTION



PERSECUTION VIDEO

Mideast Christian persecution reaches new level.



WHAT ARE THE SIGNS OF THE END?

Matthew 24:3(NKJV)

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will 
these things be? And what will be the sign of Your 

coming, and of the end of the age?”



WHAT ARE THE SIGNS OF THE END?

Jesus was asked this direct question by His disciples 
in Matthew 24:3, Mark 13:4 and Luke 21:7. Though 

there are signs listed throughout scripture, His 
response should form the foundation of our study. 



HOW DO WE INTERPRET THE SIGNS?

The signs of the end outlined by Jesus range from 
the days of the early church through our time today 

until His return at the end of time. Therefore, we 
have to distinguish between the signs which applied 

back then from those which apply now and those 
still to come. We also have to identify the signs 

which will be repeated.



HOW DO WE INTERPRET THE SIGNS?

1. Analyze the question

2. Group the signs



STEP #1 - ANALYZE THE QUESTION

Matthew 24:1-3(NKJV) 

Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and 
His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the 

temple. And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these 
things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left 

here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”…



STEP #1 - ANALYZE THE QUESTION

Matthew 24:1-3(NKJV) 

…Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will 
these things be? And what will be the sign of Your 

coming, and of the end of the age?”



STEP #1 - ANALYZE THE QUESTION

If you read the conversation between Jesus and His 
disciples you will notice something. He was asked 

for signs concerning three distinct events.

1. The destruction of the temple

2. The 2nd coming of Jesus

3. The end of the age



STEP #1 - ANALYZE THE QUESTION

Traditionally, we interpret the signs in Matthew 24, 
Mark 13 and Luke 21 to refer only to the return of 

Jesus Christ and the end of the age. Hence, we try to 
fit every single sign into a modern and future 

context instead of also accepting the historical 
context. We don’t have to force things to make 

sense when we have the right context.



STEP #2 – GROUP THE SIGNS

Certain things are obvious in the signs;

• They extend for thousands of years

• They are all related to one another and some are 
repeated

• They culminate in significant events, e.g. the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the return of Jesus

• They are not all relevant to the return of Jesus



FIVE GROUPS OF SIGNS

1. Beginning of sorrows. (Matt 24:1-8, Mark 13:2-8 and Luke 21:5-11) 

2. Persecution of the early church. (Matt 24:9-13, Mark 13:9-13 and 
Luke 21:12-19)

3. Destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. (Luke 21:20-24)

4. The Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:14-28, Mark 13:14-23, Daniel 
11:36-45, Revelation 11:1-14, Revelation 13)  

5. Return of Christ and the end of the age. (Matthew 24:29-44, Mark 
13:24-36 and Luke 21:25-36)



BEGINNING OF SORROWS - MATTHEW

Matthew 24:4-8(NKJV)

And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no 
one deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, 
‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. And you will hear 

of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; 
for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not 

yet…



BEGINNING OF SORROWS - MATTHEW

Matthew 24:4-8(NKJV)

…For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. And there will be famines, 

pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. All 
these are the beginning of sorrows. 



THE BEGINNING OF SORROWS

1. Mass Deception by False Christs

2. Wars and rumors of wars

3. Natural Disasters – Earthquakes in different 
places, Famines, Pestilences



CAN WE APPLY THESE SIGNS NOW?

The data proves that wars, famine, earthquakes and 
pestilences were signs of The Beginning of Sorrows 
which escalated around AD 43 up to around AD 70 

with mass persecution and the Destruction of 
Jerusalem. However, the data shows that of these 

signs, only wars have steadily increased into 
modern times.



FIVE GROUPS OF SIGNS

1. Beginning of sorrows. (Matt 24:1-8, Mark 13:2-8 and Luke 21:5-11) 

2. Persecution of the early church. (Matt 24:9-13, Mark 13:9-13 and 
Luke 21:12-19)

3. Destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. (Luke 21:20-24)

4. The Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:14-28, Mark 13:14-23, Daniel 
11:36-45, Revelation 11:1-14, Revelation 13) 

5. Return of Christ and the end of the age. (Matthew 24:29-44, Mark 
13:24-36 and Luke 21:25-36)



WHAT’S THE POINT?

If we don’t group the signs and determine which 
ones apply to each significant event mentioned by 
Jesus we will either get confused or we will start 

forcing things to make sense that really don’t.



PERSECUTION OF THE EARLY CHURCH

Matthew 24:9-13(NKJV)

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, 
and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 
And then many will be offended, will betray one another, 
and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will 
rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will 

abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who 
endures to the end shall be saved.



PERSECUTION OF THE EARLY CHURCH

Mark 13:9-13(NKJV)

“But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up 
to councils, and you will be beaten in the synagogues. You 
will be brought before rulers and kings for My sake, for a 
testimony to them. And the gospel must first be preached 

to all the nations. But when they arrest you and deliver 
you up, do not worry beforehand, or premeditate what 

you will speak… 



PERSECUTION OF THE EARLY CHURCH

Mark 13:9-13(NKJV)

…But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it 
is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. Now brother will 

betray brother to death, and a father his child; and 
children will rise up against parents and cause them to be 
put to death. And you will be hated by all for My name’s 

sake. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.



PERSECUTION OF THE EARLY CHURCH

Luke 21:10-19(NKJV)

Then He said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. And there will be great 

earthquakes in various places, and famines and 
pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs 
from heaven. But before all these things, they will lay their 
hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the 

synagogues and prisons… 



PERSECUTION OF THE EARLY CHURCH

Luke 21:10-19(NKJV)

You will be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s 
sake. But it will turn out for you as an occasion for 
testimony. Therefore settle it in your hearts not to 

meditate beforehand on what you will answer; for I will 
give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries 

will not be able to contradict or resist…



PERSECUTION OF THE EARLY CHURCH

Luke 21:10-19(NKJV)

…You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, 
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to 

death. And you will be hated by all for My name’s 
sake. But not a hair of your head shall be lost. By your 

patience possess your souls.



PERSECUTION OF THE EARLY CHURCH

AD 68 after Great Fire of Rome in AD 64

Emperor Nero tried to pin the blame for that fire on the 
city’s small Christian community (regarded as a distinct, 

dissident group of Jews), and so, appropriately, he 
burned many of them alive. Peter and Paul were said to 

have been martyred as a result. 

Source: Christianity Today



FIVE GROUPS OF SIGNS

1. Beginning of sorrows. (Matt 24:1-8, Mark 13:2-8 and Luke 21:5-11) 

2. Persecution of the early church. (Matt 24:9-13, Mark 13:9-13 and 
Luke 21:12-19)

3. Destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. (Luke 21:20-24)

4. The Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:14-28, Mark 13:14-23, Daniel 
11:36-45, Revelation 11:1-14, Revelation 13) 

5. Return of Christ and the end of the age. (Matthew 24:29-44, Mark 
13:24-36 and Luke 21:25-36)



WHAT’S THE POINT?

If we don’t group the signs and determine which 
ones apply to each significant event mentioned by 
Jesus we will either get confused or we will start 

forcing things to make sense that really don’t.



DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

Luke 21:20-24(NKJV)

“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then 
know that its desolation is near. Then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst 

of her depart, and let not those who are in the country 
enter her. For these are the days of vengeance, that all 

things which are written may be fulfilled…



DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

Luke 21:20-24(NKJV)

…But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who 
are nursing babies in those days! For there will be great 

distress in the land and wrath upon this people. And they 
will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive 

into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.



DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

AD 70: The Romans Destroyed Jerusalem

The Roman army led by Titus laid siege on Jerusalem until 
they were starving to death then attacked. According to 

Josephus, Titus did not want the Temple to be burnt, 
apparently because a standing (but vanquished) Temple 

would reflect more on Rome's glory. It was a Roman soldier 
acting on his own initiative who, hoisted on the shoulders of 

another soldier, threw a firebrand into the Temple.



DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

AD 70: The Romans Destroyed Jerusalem

Titus tried to put a stop to the fire, but in the chaos, 
his soldiers did not hear him. (Other historians 
contradict this account of Titus's enlightened 

perspective and report that Titus ordered the Temple 
destroyed.)



DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

AD 70: The Romans Destroyed Jerusalem

In either case, before long, the Temple was engulfed in flames. 
The Jews frantically tried to stop the fire, but were 

unsuccessful. In despair, many Jews threw themselves into the 
flames. The Roman soldiers rushed into the melee. Romans 

and Jews were crowded together, and their dead bodies fell on 
top of each other. The sound of screaming filled the air and 
the floor of the Temple was covered with bodies, with blood 

streaming down the steps.



DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

AD 70: The Romans Destroyed Jerusalem

The Romans brought idols into the Temple and offered 
sacrifices to it. They took the golden vessels of the Temple and 

killed everyone they found. Before the fire consumed the 
Temple completely, Titus entered the Holy of Holies and 

performed the most despicable acts. The still-surviving Jews in 
the Upper City could only watch as the Temple burned down 

to the foundations. It burnt well into the next day.



DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

AD 70: The Romans Destroyed Jerusalem

When the flames finally died down, left standing was 
the retaining wall on the western side of the Temple 
Mount. This is the Western Wall that still stands in 

Jerusalem today, where Jews over the centuries have 
gathered to pray.



DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

Wait? Was that The Abomination of Desolation? 
Let’s try to figure it out.



ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION?

Daniel 11:31(NKJV)

And forces shall be mustered by him, and they shall 
defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall take 

away the daily sacrifices, and place there the 
abomination of desolation. 



ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION?

Daniel 12:11-13(NKJV)

“And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, 
and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be 
one thousand two hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he 
who waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred 
and thirty-five days. “But you, go your way till the end; for 
you shall rest, and will arise to your inheritance at the end 

of the days.”



ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION?

1. The Abomination of Desolation in Daniel does 
not include the destruction of The Temple.

2. There will be 1,335 days left from that event to 
the end of time.

3. Matthew 24:29 and Mark 13:24 state that Jesus 
will return right after it.



ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION?

4. For there to be a future Abomination of 
Desolation, there has to be a future temple 

which will not be destroyed.

5. For there to be a past Abomination of 
Desolation, the world should have ended.

6. Which is it?



PERSECUTION AFTER JERUSALEM FELL

AD 81-96 Persecution Continues under Domitian

Domitian was the first emperor to have himself officially titled in 
Rome as “God the Lord.” He insisted that other people hail his 

greatness with acclamations like “Lord of the earth,” “Invincible,” 
“Glory,” “Holy,” and “Thou Alone.” When he ordered people to give 

him divine honors, Jews, and no doubt Christians, balked. The 
resulting persecution of Jews is well-documented; that of Christians 

is not. 

Source: Christianity Today



PERSECUTION AFTER JERUSALEM FELL

Trajan (98–117)

Even though relatively temperate, the great Trajan 
became the first emperor known to persecute Christians 

as fully distinct from the Jews. Ignatius, bishop of 
Antioch, was perhaps the best known to have suffered 

death during his reign.

Source: Christianity Today



PERSECUTION AFTER JERUSALEM FELL

Marcus Aurelius (161–180)

So under Marcus, anti-Christian literature flourished for the first time, most 
notably Celsus’s The True Doctrine. More regrettably, Marcus allowed anti-
Christian informers to proceed more easily than in the past, with the result 

that fierce persecutions broke out in various regions. In Lyons in 177, the 
local bishop was martyred, bringing Irenaeus to the office. In addition, 

Justin, the first Christian philosopher, was martyred during Marcus’s reign. 
During the reign of the magnanimous, philosopher-king Marcus Aurelius, 

then, Christian blood flowed more profusely than ever before.

Source: Christianity Today



PERSECUTION AFTER JERUSALEM FELL

Septimius Severus (193–211)

During the first part of his reign, Severus was not unfriendly toward 
Christians. Some members of his household, in fact, professed the faith, and 

he entrusted the rearing of his son, Caracalla, to a Christian nurse. 
However, in 202 Severus issued an edict that forbade further conversions to 
Judaism and Christianity. A persecution followed, especially in North Africa 

and Egypt. The North African theologian Tertullian penned his famous 
apologetic works during this period, but to no avail. Among others, the 

dramatic martyrdom of Perpetua and her servant Felicitas occurred under 
Severus. Clement of Alexandria also perished, as did the father of Origen. 

Source: Christianity Today



PERSECUTION AFTER JERUSALEM FELL

Decius (249–251)

He was concerned that traditional polytheism was weakening, and thought 
a resurrection of devotion to the deified Roman rulers of the past would 
help restore Roman strength. Naturally, monotheistic Christians stood in 

the way. Although they still constituted a small minority, their efficient and 
self-contained organization, with no need of the state, irritated him. 

Consequently, Decius became the first emperor to initiate an Empire-wide 
persecution of Christians, apparently one with intensity. 

Source: Christianity Today



PERSECUTION AFTER JERUSALEM FELL

Valerian (253–260)

To divert attention from the troubles that beset the Empire, Valerian blamed the 
Christians. In August 257 he intensified Decius’s policies by ordering clergy to 

sacrifice to the gods of the state (although, with usual Roman pragmatism, they 
were not prohibited from worshiping Jesus Christ in private.) A year later clergy 

became liable to capital punishment. Pope Sixtus II and St. Lawrence were 
subsequently burned to death in Rome, and Cyprian was executed at Carthage. In 
addition, the property of Christian laity, especially that of senators and equites (a 

class immediately below senators) was confiscated, and Christian tenants of 
imperial estates were condemned to the mines.

Source: Christianity Today



PERSECUTION AFTER JERUSALEM FELL

Diocletian (284–305)

The first of Diocletion’s edicts prohibited all Christian worship and 
commanded that churches and Christian books be destroyed. Two 
further edicts, required in the eastern provinces, ordered clergy to 

be arrested unless they sacrificed to pagan deities. By 304 this edict 
was extended to all Christians and was particularly vicious in 

Africa, under Diocletian co-Augustus Maximian.

Source: Christianity Today



ENDING ROMAN PERSECUTION

Constantine emerged triumphant in the West after the 
battle at the Milvian Bridge. In 313 he and Licinius, soon 
to control the Eastern Empire, issued the Edict of Milan, 
which decreed full legal toleration of Christianity. For all 

intents and purposes, no Roman emperor harassed 
Christians again.

Source: Christianity Today



PERSECUTION VIDEO

The World’s Most Persecuted Minority: Christians



PERSECUTION TODAY

Christians are the most persecuted religious group 
worldwide. An average of at least 180 Christians around the 

world are killed each month for their faith. (Source: Open 
Doors USA)

Christians in more than 60 countries face persecution from 
their governments or surrounding neighbors simply because 

of their belief in Christ. (Source: U.S. Department of State)



PERSECUTION TODAY

One of the worst countries in the world for the persecution of 
Christians is North Korea. With the exception of four official state-
controlled churches in Pyongyang, Christians in North Korea face 
the risk of detention in the prison camps, severe torture and, in 

some cases, execution for practicing their religious beliefs. North 
Koreans suspected of having contact with South Korean or other 

foreign missionaries in China, and those caught in possession of a 
Bible, have been known to be executed. (Source: Christian 

Solidarity Worldwide)



PERSECUTION TODAY

In 41 of the 50 worst nations for persecution, 
Christians are being persecuted by Islamic 

extremists. (Source: Open Doors)



FIVE GROUPS OF SIGNS

1. Beginning of sorrows. (Matt 24:1-8, Mark 13:2-8 and Luke 21:5-11) 

2. Persecution of the early church. (Matt 24:9-13, Mark 13:9-13 and 
Luke 21:12-19)

3. Destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. (Luke 21:20-24)

4. The Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:14-28, Mark 13:14-23, Daniel 
11:36-45, Revelation 11:1-14, Revelation 13) 

5. Return of Christ and the end of the age. (Matthew 24:29-44, Mark 
13:24-36 and Luke 21:25-36)



WHAT’S THE POINT?

If we don’t group the signs and determine which 
ones apply to each significant event mentioned by 
Jesus we will either get confused or we will start 

forcing things to make sense that really don’t.



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - MATTHEW

Matthew 24:14-28(NKJV)

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the 
world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will 

come. “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of 
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in 

the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand), “then 
let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - MATTHEW

Matthew 24:14-28(NKJV)

…Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take 
anything out of his house. And let him who is in the field not 

go back to get his clothes. But woe to those who are pregnant 
and to those who are nursing babies in those days! And pray 
that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. For 

then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since 
the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall 

be…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - MATTHEW

Matthew 24:14-28(NKJV)

And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be 
saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be 

shortened. “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the 
Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. For false christs and 

false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders 
to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you 

beforehand…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - MATTHEW

Matthew 24:14-28(NKJV)

…“Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ 
do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not 
believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and 

flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of 
Man be. For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will 

be gathered together.



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - MATTHEW

1. The Abomination of Desolation

2. Immediate Attack on Jerusalem

3. False Christs and Prophets performing Great 
Miracles deceiving many

4. False Representations of 2nd Coming



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - MARK

Mark 13:14-23(NKJV)

“So when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not” (let 
the reader understand), “then let those who are in Judea 
flee to the mountains. Let him who is on the housetop not 
go down into the house, nor enter to take anything out of 
his house. And let him who is in the field not go back to 

get his clothes…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - MARK

Mark 13:14-23(NKJV)

…But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are 
nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight may 
not be in winter. For in those days there will be tribulation, 

such as has not been since the beginning of the creation which 
God created until this time, nor ever shall be. And unless the 
Lord had shortened those days, no flesh would be saved; but 
for the elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - MARK

Mark 13:14-23(NKJV)

…“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, 
‘Look, He is there!’ do not believe it. For false christs and 
false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to 
deceive, if possible, even the elect. But take heed; see, I 

have told you all things beforehand.



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - MARK

1. The Abomination of Desolation

2. Immediate Attack on Jerusalem

3. False Christs and Prophets performing Great 
Miracles deceiving many

4. False Representations of 2nd Coming



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - DANIEL

Daniel 11:31-45(AMP)

Armed forces of his will arise [in Jerusalem] and defile and desecrate 
the sanctuary, the [spiritual] stronghold, and will do away with the 
regular sacrifice [that is, the daily burnt offering]; and they will set 

up [a pagan altar in the sanctuary which is] the abomination of 
desolation. With smooth words [of flattery and praise] he will turn to 

godlessness those who [are willing to] disregard the [Mosaic] 
covenant, but the people who [are spiritually mature and] know their 

God will display strength and take action [to resist]…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - DANIEL

Daniel 11:31-45(AMP)

…They who are wise and have spiritual insight among the people will 
instruct many and help them understand; yet for many days some [of 

them and their followers] will fall by the sword and by flame, by 
captivity and by plunder. Now when they fall they will receive a little 
help, and many will join with them in hypocrisy. Some of those who 

are [spiritually] wise and have insight will fall [as martyrs] in order to 
refine, to purge and to make those among God’s people pure, until 
the end time; because it is yet to come at the time appointed [by 

God]…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - DANIEL

Daniel 11:36-45(AMP)

…“Then the king (the Antichrist) will do exactly as he pleases; 
he will exalt himself and magnify himself above every god and 
will speak astounding and disgusting things against the God 

of gods and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for 
that which is determined [by God] will be done. He will have 

no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of 
women, nor will he have regard for any other god, for he shall 

magnify himself above them all…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - DANIEL

Daniel 11:36-45(AMP)

…Instead, he will honor a god of fortresses, a god whom 
his fathers did not know; he will honor him with gold and 
silver, with precious stones and with expensive things. He 
will act against the strongest fortresses with the help of a 

foreign god; he will give great honor to those who 
acknowledge him and he will cause them to rule over the 

many, and will parcel out land for a price… 



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - DANIEL

Daniel 11:36-45(AMP)

…“At the end time the king of the South will push and attack 
him (the Antichrist), and the king of the North will storm 

against him with chariots and horsemen and with many ships; 
and he will enter countries, overwhelm them and pass 

through. He shall also enter the Beautiful and Glorious Land 
(Israel), and many countries will fall, but these will be rescued 
out of his hand: Edom, Moab, and the foremost [core] of the 

people of Ammon…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - DANIEL

Daniel 11:36-45(AMP)

…Then he will stretch out his hand against other countries, 
but Egypt will not be among the ones which escape. He 

will have power over the treasures of gold and silver and 
over all the precious things of Egypt, and the Libyans and 

the Ethiopians will follow in his footsteps…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - DANIEL

Daniel 11:36-45(AMP)

…But rumors from the east and from the north will alarm 
and disturb him, and he will set out with great fury to 

destroy and to annihilate many. He will pitch his palatial 
tents between the seas and the glorious Holy Mountain 

(Zion); yet he will come to his end with no one to help him 
[in his final battle with God].



THE GREAT TRIBULATION - DANIEL

1. World War – One army led by The Antichrist

2. Abomination of Desolation

3. Attack on Jerusalem

4. Mass Deception

5. Formidable Resistance by a Group of Christians most of whom 
will be martyred

6. Egypt, Libya and Ethiopia will fall among many. Jordan won’t.



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 11

Revelation 11:1-14(NKJV)

Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the 
angel stood, saying, “Rise and measure the temple of God, 
the altar, and those who worship there. But leave out the 
court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, 
for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread 

the holy city underfoot for forty-two months…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 11

Revelation 11:1-14(NKJV)

…And I will give power to my two witnesses, and 
they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and 
sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” These are the two 
olive trees and the two lampstands standing before 

the God of the earth… 



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 11

Revelation 11:1-14(NKJV)

…And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from 
their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone 
wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 

These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in 
the days of their prophecy; and they have power over 

waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with 
all plagues, as often as they desire.



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 11

Revelation 11:1-14(NKJV)

…When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out 
of the bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome 

them, and kill them. And their dead bodies will lie in the street 
of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 

where also our Lord was crucified. Then those from the 
peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead 

bodies three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies 
to be put into graves.



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 11

Revelation 11:1-14(NKJV)

…And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, 
make merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two 
prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth. Now after 
the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered 

them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those 
who saw them. And they heard a loud voice from heaven 

saying to them, “Come up here.” And they ascended to heaven 
in a cloud, and their enemies saw them.



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 11

Revelation 11:1-14(NKJV)

…In the same hour there was a great earthquake, 
and a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven 

thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid 
and gave glory to the God of heaven. The second 

woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly.



THE GREAT TRIBULATION – REV 11

1. In The Time of The Gentiles Golgotha (Calvary) will be 
spiritually called Sodom and Egypt (Sodom and 

Gomorrah are in Jordan which is Muslim just like Egypt) 

2. Two witnesses will rise up in power and declare plagues 
upon the earth

3. They will die at the hand of The Antichrist, rise again 
and ascend to heaven

4. A huge earthquake will kill 7,000 people



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

Revelation 13:1-18(NLT)

Then I saw a beast rising up out of the sea. It had seven 
heads and ten horns, with ten crowns on its horns. And 

written on each head were names that blasphemed God. 2 
This beast looked like a leopard, but it had the feet of a 
bear and the mouth of a lion! And the dragon gave the 
beast his own power and throne and great authority…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

Revelation 13:1-18(NLT)

3 I saw that one of the heads of the beast seemed 
wounded beyond recovery—but the fatal wound was 
healed! The whole world marveled at this miracle and 

gave allegiance to the beast. 4 They worshiped the dragon 
for giving the beast such power, and they also worshiped 

the beast. “Who is as great as the beast?” they exclaimed. 
“Who is able to fight against him?”…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

Revelation 13:1-18(NLT)

5 Then the beast was allowed to speak great blasphemies 
against God. And he was given authority to do whatever 
he wanted for forty-two months. 6 And he spoke terrible 

words of blasphemy against God, slandering his name and 
his dwelling—that is, those who dwell in heaven…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

Revelation 13:1-18(NLT)

7 And the beast was allowed to wage war against God’s 
holy people and to conquer them. And he was given 

authority to rule over every tribe and people and language 
and nation. 8 And all the people who belong to this world 

worshiped the beast. They are the ones whose names 
were not written in the Book of Life that belongs to the 

Lamb who was slaughtered before the world was made…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

Revelation 13:1-18(NLT)

9 Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand. 
10 Anyone who is destined for prison will be taken to 

prison. Anyone destined to die by the sword will die by the 
sword. This means that God’s holy people must endure 

persecution patiently and remain faithful…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

Revelation 13:1-18(NLT)

11 Then I saw another beast come up out of the earth. He had 
two horns like those of a lamb, but he spoke with the voice of 
a dragon. 12 He exercised all the authority of the first beast. 
And he required all the earth and its people to worship the 
first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 13 He did 
astounding miracles, even making fire flash down to earth 

from the sky while everyone was watching.…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

Revelation 13:1-18(NLT)

14 And with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on 
behalf of the first beast, he deceived all the people who 

belong to this world. He ordered the people to make a great 
statue of the first beast, who was fatally wounded and then 

came back to life. 15 He was then permitted to give life to this 
statue so that it could speak. Then the statue of the beast 
commanded that anyone refusing to worship it must die…



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

Revelation 13:1-18(NLT)

16 He required everyone—small and great, rich and poor, free 
and slave—to be given a mark on the right hand or on the 

forehead. 17 And no one could buy or sell anything without 
that mark, which was either the name of the beast or the 

number representing his name. 18 Wisdom is needed here. Let 
the one with understanding solve the meaning of the number 
of the beast, for it is the number of a man. His number is 666.



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

The Antichrist - Beast of The Sea 

1. Main Leader of a 10 Leader Confederation

2. Looks like a leopard (Greece) – Fast moving army

3. Feet like a bear (Russia) – Supported by Russia

4. Mouth of a lion (England) – Speaks English, bold

5. Dies and comes back to life

6. People worship him and the devil after that miracle



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

The Antichrist - Beast of The Sea 

7. Speaks blasphemies against God for 3 ½ years

8. He first conquers God’s people then the entire 
world

9. He will put jail and kill God’s people

10. God’s people must patiently endure persecution



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

The False Prophet - Beast of The Earth 

1. Miracle Worker including calling fire down from the sky

2. He’ll appear to be gentle

3. People will believe his evil words

4. He will encourage worship of The Antichrist

5. He will commission an image of The Antichrist to be made 

6. He’ll engage in Synthetic Biology as he brings the image to life



THE GREAT TRIBULATION: REV 13

The Image of The Beast

1. He will come to life via synthetic means

2. He will command all to worship him or die

3. He institutes a mark on the forehead and right hand 
to be used for all business transaction

4. The mark is 666 which is a mysterious code that 
represents a man



THE SEAL OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION

Revelation 6:9-11(NKJV)

9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and 
for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with 

a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell 

on the earth?” …



THE SEAL OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION

Revelation 6:9-11(NKJV)

11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and 
it was said to them that they should rest a little while 
longer, until both the number of their fellow servants 
and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, 

was completed.



THE SEAL OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION

In the midst of the 5th seal, martyrs who were put to 
death during The Great Tribulation will cry out to 

God for justice. However, they will have to wait until 
The Great Tribulation is over and all martyrdom is 

complete.



THE RESULT OF GREAT TRIBULATION

Revelation 7:9-17(NKJV)

9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no 
one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a 
loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 All the angels stood around the throne 
and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces 

before the throne and worshiped God, … 



THE RESULT OF GREAT TRIBULATION

Revelation 7:9-17(NKJV)

12 saying: “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our 
God forever and ever. Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders 

answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white 
robes, and where did they come from?” …



THE RESULT OF GREAT TRIBULATION

Revelation 7:9-17(NKJV)

14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to me, 
“These are the ones who come out of the great 

tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the 
throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. 

And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 



THE RESULT OF GREAT TRIBULATION

Revelation 7:9-17(NKJV)

16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; 
the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the 

Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them 
and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes.”



THE RESULT OF GREAT TRIBULATION

Revelation 20:4-6(NLT) 

4 Then I saw thrones, and the people sitting on them had 
been given the authority to judge. And I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded for their testimony about 
Jesus and for proclaiming the word of God. They had not 
worshiped the beast or his statue, nor accepted his mark 

on their foreheads or their hands. They all came to life 
again, and they reigned with Christ for a thousand years...



THE RESULT OF GREAT TRIBULATION

Revelation 20:4-6(NLT) 

5 This is the first resurrection. (The rest of the dead did not 
come back to life until the thousand years had ended.) 6 

Blessed and holy are those who share in the first 
resurrection. For them the second death holds no power, 
but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign 

with him a thousand years.



THE RESULT OF GREAT TRIBULATION

Many Christians will be put to death during The Great 
Tribulation because of their refusal to take The Mark of 

The Beast. They will come back to life in The First 
Resurrection which proves that The Resurrection takes 

place AFTER The Great Tribulation. Otherwise, their 
resurrection would not be the first. They will then reign 

with Christ with all resurrected saints.



THE ISLAMIC CONNECTION

1. Most, if not all of Israel’s sworn enemies throughout history are now 
Muslim nations.

2. One goal of Islam is to control the whole world.

3. Only Islamic extremists are currently still publicly beheading people.

4. The Roman capital of Constantinople was located in Istanbul, Turkey 
which is now overwhelmingly Muslim.

5. Muslims believe that God has no son so Jesus can’t be God.

6. Many nations sowing allegiance to The Antichrist in Daniel 11 are 
Muslim.



FIVE GROUPS OF SIGNS

1. Beginning of sorrows. (Matt 24:1-8, Mark 13:2-8 and Luke 21:5-11) 

2. Persecution of the early church. (Matt 24:9-13, Mark 13:9-13 and 
Luke 21:12-19)

3. Destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. (Luke 21:20-24)

4. The Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:14-28, Mark 13:14-23, Daniel 
11:36-45, Revelation 11:1-14, Revelation 13) 

5. Return of Christ and the end of the age. (Matthew 24:29-44, Mark 
13:24-36 and Luke 21:25-36)



WHAT’S THE POINT?

If we don’t group the signs and determine which 
ones apply to each significant event mentioned by 
Jesus we will either get confused or we will start 

forcing things to make sense that really don’t.
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